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Dr. Lance Betros is a 1977 graduate of the United States Military Academy (USMA).  
Commissioned into the Infantry, he served first with the 3rd Battalion, 32nd Infantry 
Regiment (7th Infantry Division) at Fort Ord, CA.  In succession, he served as platoon 
leader, executive officer, company commander, battalion S3-Air, and battalion S1.  
Following attendance at the Infantry Officer Advanced Course, he was assigned to the 1st 
Battalion, 46th Infantry Regiment (1st Armored Division) in Erlangen, Germany, and 
served as a battalion S1 and commander of a mechanized infantry company. 
 

Dr. Betros began graduate school at the University of North Carolina in 1984 and joined the faculty of the 
Department of History in 1986.  For the next three years, he taught and directed a series of core and elective courses 
while completing a doctorate in history.  Upon leaving West Point, Dr. Betros attended the Command and General 
Staff College and the School for Advanced Military Studies, both at Fort Leavenworth, KS. 
 
In 1991, Dr. Betros returned to Fort Ord and the 7th Infantry Division.  He served as the chief of G3 operations for 
the first year, during which he deployed to Los Angeles with elements of the division to quell a massive civil 
disturbance.  In the second year, he was the executive officer of 2nd Battalion, 27th Infantry Regiment. 
 
In 1993, Dr. Betros was assigned to the G3 section of Forces Command headquarters at Fort McPherson, GA.  
During that time, he deployed for several months to Mogadishu as a joint planner for JTF-Somalia.  He next 
reported to Fort Jackson, SC, to command 1st Battalion, 34th Infantry Regiment, a basic training unit.  Upon 
completing his command tour, he was selected as the senior aide to the Secretary of the Army, Honorable Louis 
Caldera, in 1998.  He then began studies at the National War College, where he finished as a distinguished graduate; 
additionally, he won the Association of the United States Army writing award for a paper on civil-military relations 
that was subsequently published in Armed Forces & Society. 

 
In 2000, Dr. Betros returned to West Point as an Academy Professor in the Department of History.  He served for 
two years in the Military History Division before being selected as a Professor USMA and deputy head of the 
Department.  He became the head in 2005. 
 
As the Head of the Department of History, Dr. Betros implemented major curricular reforms in the fourth-class 
history program that advanced interdisciplinary learning and the cultural education of cadets.  Additionally, he 
established two centers of excellence—the Center for Oral History and the Center for Holocaust and Genocide 
Studies.  He was the co-executive editor of the Center for Oral History’s first full-length documentary film, Into 
Harm’s Way.  As a scholar, he contributed to the historical literature on West Point by publishing two important 
books, West Point: Two Centuries and Beyond and Carved from Granite: West Point since 1902.  
  
Dr. Betros served with distinction on Academy governance and advisory boards and special-purpose committees.  
He led the two-year effort to secure the NCAA’s certification of West Point’s intercollegiate athletics program in 
2009.  Additionally, he chaired the Museum, Memorialization, and Historical Committee for one year and the 
Curriculum Committee for two years; in the latter position, he was the principal author of an influential study on 
advancing the cultural education of cadets.  He was a member of the Academic Board, Policy Board, and General 
Committee. 
 
Dr. Betros completed his 35-year Army career on 1 October 2012, at which time he advanced to the rank of 
Brigadier General (Retired).  He assumed duties as the Provost, United States Army War College, on July 23, 2012. 
 
Dr. Betros is married to Laurel, a proud Army brat.  Together they produced three more brats—Holly, Heather, and 
Rosemary (USMA Class of 2014)—all intelligent, beautiful, kind, and loving, like their mother. 
 


